August 2010 YALSA E-Chat
Joining a YALSA Selection Committee

Eva Volin: I'm Eva Volin, past chair of the Great Graphic Novels for Teens committee and
current committee member of the 2011 Michael L Printz Award.

Eva Volin: The lovely and talented Sarah Flowers is also here, ready and willing to answer any
and all selection committee questions.

Eva Volin: The chat officially begins at 5pm Pacific.

Eva Volin: After you log in, please right-click on your "guest name" and reset your nickname so
we know who we're talking to.

Sarah Flowers: Hi, Jane.

Eva Volin: A transcript of the chat will be posted online after our chat is finished, so those who
weren't able to join us will know what went on.

Eva Volin: Hi, Jane!

Sarah Flowers: Eva, I'll make sure we get the transcript copied.

Eva Volin: Yay, thanks, Sarah.

Jane Gov: Hello! I'm not sure how meebo works, but | don't have access to a microphone.
Eva Volin: No worries, neither do I.

Eva Volin: This chat will work just like a series of IMs

Eva Volin: OK, my timer just went off, so we're ready to go.

Eva Volin: Jane, are you currently on a selection committee, or curious about joining one?



Eva Volin: Hi, Eve!
Eve Gaus: Hi Eval

Jane Gov: Joining. | just joined YALSA only a month ago,



Jane Gov: | have access to many galleys from my contacts at the bookstore.
Jane Gov: Not a librarian yet. I'm finishing up at SJSU this Dec.
Penny Johnson: Hi everyone! Sorry I'm late!

Eva Volin: Excellent. You have a great resource there at SISU. Joni Brodart has been on several
selection committees and would be happy to answer questions for you.

Eva Volin: No worries, Penny. Glad you could make it.

Sarah Flowers: What are your questions about selection committees?
Penny Johnson: | don't think | know enough to know what my questions are!
Jane Gov: Same here.

Penny Johnson: So I'm just here to find out more!

Eva Volin: Ah, so are you looking for tips and tricks?

Penny Johnson: | am serving, and have served in the past, on several process committees, so
now I'm just researching the selection committee landscape.

Eva Volin: Penny, | got my start on the Teen Read Week committee.

Eva Volin: Starting off on a process committee is a great way to learn how both YALSA and
committees in general work.

Jane Gov: I've read the descriptions online and have spoken to a few people. | don't know
anyone who has served on a YALSA committee.

Eva Volin: It's also a great way to show YALSA that you are willing to do the work necessary to
get the job done.

Penny Johnson: | love serving. It has been a great way to get to know people.

Eva Volin: But, that said, serving on a selection committee, even though it's a LOT of work, is
incredibly rewarding.

Penny Johnson: Especially since | live in a small town, | love being involved with others all over
the nation.



Eva Volin: Penny, | couldn't agree more.
Eva Volin: Jane, I've served on two selection committees and have loved both.
Jane Gov: I'm sure | will too!

Eva Volin: | served on Great Graphic Novels for Teens for three years (the last as the chair) and
am currently serving as a committee member on the 2011 Printz committee.

Penny Johnson: Is the "competition” to be chosen for a selection committee very fierce?
Eva Volin: It depends on which committee you want to serve on.

Jane Gov: | thought this was the best time to get involved since I'm graduation in Dec. and will
have a bit " %o


http://yalsa.ala.org/forms/selectionvolunteer.php

Sarah Flowers: And when you fill out the form, tell us in the comments section why you would
be a good selection committee member.

Penny Johnson: Did my last message post? | got a message saying it didn't, but it



Sarah Flowers: Task forces usually don't last too long, but

Sarah Flowers: you'll want to be sure you are wrapping things up before your selection
committee term would start.

Penny Johnson: So, if | fill out a selection committee application now, when would that
committee begin?

Sarah Flowers: After Midwinter 2011.

Eva Volin: Hi guest3832754! If you right-click on your guest name you can change it bégin?buéva o Midw



Christine Claiborne: YALSA Teen Tech



released.

Jane Gov: | love ARCs. That's how | got to read Hunger Games and Catching Fire before my
friends.

Jane Gov: Yes, they do make changes. Sometimes deleting entire chapters.

Eva Volin: Will Grayson, Will Grayson is a good example of an ARC where changes were made.
Jane Gov: Ah. Didn't know that. Will have to compare.

[19:27] Christine Claiborne: has left the room

Eva Volin: It's a good example to use, because so many of us picked up ARCs at various trade
shows.

Eva Volin: Is there anything else you two would like to know about?

Penny Johnson: So, are selection committee members expected to buy their own books?
Jane Gov: | think I'm ready to fill out an application.

Eva Volin: In a worst case scenario.

Sarah Flowers: Eva, maybe we should talk a little bit about participation at meetings.

Eva Volin: Sure.

Penny Johnson: Unfortunately | need to say good-bye. | am actually still at work, and the
circulation desk is calling my name! Thank you for the info!

Eva Volin: Thanks for joining us, Penny!
Penny Johnson: Bye, everyone!
fed Volin: Feel free to email me if you have more questions.

Sarah Flowers: | think one of the hard but interesting things about being on a selection
committee is reading/watching/listening to materials that aren't your own cup of tea.









Jane Gov: The committees only meet twice a year? Midwinter and Annual meeting?

Eva Volin: So



Sarah Flowers:



Jane



