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From Pam Spencer-Holley:

I return to my belief that listening to an audiobook is not the same as reading the book. When
reading, an interaction between the reader and the words of the author occurs with the readers
past experiences coloring and tempering their reaction to the book. When listening to an
audiobook, a third level occurs and now the listener is hearing the author's words as
interpreted by the narrator, who brings his/her own experiences to the reading and colors it
with dialect, nuances, emphasis and so on.

| fear that some good books will be overlooked by committee members if they only listen to
them, and some terrible books will make the list because thb
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Best Boo *s for Ya ng Ad ‘ ts

CH rge To select from the year's publications, significant adult and young adult books; to
annotate the selected titles.

R rpose of the L.st The list presents books published in the past 16 months that are
recommended reading for young adults 12 to 18). It is a general list of fiction and nonfiction
titles selected for their proven or potential appeal to the personal reading tastes of the young
adult. Such titles should incorporate acceptable literary quality and effectiveness of
presentation. Standard selection criteria consonant with the Library Bill of Rights shall be
applied. Librarianship focuses on individuals, in all their diversity, and that focus is a
fundamental value of the Young Adult Library Services Association and its members.
Diversity is, thus, honored in the Association and in the collections and services that libraries
provide to young adults. Fiction should have characterization and dialog believable within
the context of the novel or story. Nonfiction should have an appealing format and a readable
text. Although the list attempts to present a variety of reading tastes and levels, no effort will
be made to balance the list according to subject or area of interest.
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